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The tool that I showed you this morning was a metal hacksaw for cutting
bamboo. When I cut the bamboo, I have another tool which is a knife. This
type of knife is called ‘common knife' and I use it for chopping the bamboo.
After chopping it, I have another knife called ‘bamboo-cutting knife'. Before
using it, I have to sharpen it to make sure that it can carve the bamboo well.
When I finish the carving process, I use another tool, a chisel, for making a
hole to make it into an Angkuoch. After the carving process, I use this type of
tool to make the lamella. Then I use a big chisel to make big hole which is in
the process of making lamella. A lamella helps the sound be heard.
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When I have finished, I use glue to stick down its covers. If I do not stick them
down, the covers that I put on will touch the lamella. Then the Angkuoch
would not be playable.

[01:50]

IS HHNG IS G157
What is an Angkuoch made from?

sSigHbTisIiSuynd
I make this Angkuoch from bamboo.

ISFICN SIS AT ?
Where did you get the bamboo?
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I have some bamboo trees. I have had them planted for five to six years now.
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To make Angkuoch, how old should the bamboo be?
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Based on what I have observed, I can cut it when it is three or four years old,
when it can produce bamboo shoots.
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Why can’t you use young bamboo?
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Because young bamboo is soft. If I played it, it would not be resonant because
the piece of bamboo would not be tough enough.
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If we talk about being pliable, it will not be pliable. It will be just normal. [But]
if I use old bamboo, it will vibrate when playing.
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Can you use bamboo for making Angkuoch right after cutting [the plant]?
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After cutting it, [ have to dry it for at least two weeks. If I have to make it very
urgently, I have to dry it for at least one week then smoke it to make it tough.
Then, I can make the lamella.

IIFTH IS MMFNGICISUTIU LI5SILAJ?
Why do you have to dry or smoke a piece of the bamboo?
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If I do not dry or smoke it, it can become moldy when I keep it for a long time.
It will become black. It can be broken.

[03:26]
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If it becomes black, is it still playable?
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When it becomes black and moldy, it will not produce a good sound. So, I
have to smoke and dry it, so then I can keep it and it will not be easily broken.
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Besides from these tools, what other instruments do you use?
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[180T5...]

Besides from these tools, I do not any other tool. I only have a stone to
sharpen the knife with. [Laughs...]

IS 8URIMNISUAmMIITIS1 5 75?7
What are these tools made from?
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This hammer is made from wood. However, I also can use an axe instead.
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If I didn't have this hammer, I could use an axe instead.

[04:29]
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Why do you like to use a [wooden] hammer?
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If I use a [wooden] hammer, the head of Angkuoch will not become too big. If I
use a metal tool, it will become too big.
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Do you use a metal hammer? Don'’t you have one?

HEnsIgEsuIsY ISlinuONs] HESSHSG 1IN WaNIFNUN TS
No! I do not use it. If I used it, the Angkuoch would be broken as its head
becomes too big.

SSIESIENTANIUIIIIEFESINAIS?
Isn’t it because a metal hammer is too heavy?

HE1SI NESESISY 110G, |
No! It is not too heavy. [Laughs...]

ISFICNSEURIN SRS IENUNU]UMN? 1S5 ST IS NS SAH?
How did you get these tools? Did you buy or make them?

SHuEISISNSIMS:BiY S8 mRinmSH
I asked someone to make this chisel. I asked a blacksmith to do it.
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How about this knife?
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I asked a blacksmith to make this knife. Talking about this knife, if it is not well
made, I cannot use it to carve the bamboo. It is hard to carve bamboo. I can't
do it unless the knife is well made and crafted. If it is, I can use it to carve the
bamboo well. If the blacksmith is not skillful, I cannot use it. It is not like
carving wood.

ISHJIG UM STRHAIS: IS EEIG UM S SIEILIS?
To make all these tools, did you have to spend a lot of money?
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For the knife that I asked a blacksmith to make, I spent 10, 000 Riel [c.
USD$2.50] for one knife. For those two types, I spent 10, 000 Riel each.

Gecsthn/srIgsEn i ?
How about the common knife?
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I spent 35, 000 Riel buying this knife. AlImost 40,000 Riel. I spent almost 40, 000
Riel [c. $10USD] to buy this metal hacksaw.

HeowtwysSisil
A lot of money!
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Yes! I spend a lot of money! Although I spent a lot of money on these tools, 1
can use them for a long time because they will not break easily.

[06:51]
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Please describe the Angkuoch making process!
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The first step is that I have to cut the bamboo. When I have finished the
cutting process, I have to cut it into shorter pieces, which I dry. After that, I
chop those into smaller pieces and start to make the Angkuoch.

ISFIENGHE:? GGG HISF?
What do you have to do next? What do you do after carving?
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After I finish the carving process, I make a hole in that carving. I have to carve,
make the hole and put the covers on the lamella.

[07:42]

IIFTH SIS SRR U?
Why do you have to put on covers?

SEInMEYIENGuigRY 10288 NSHESHigRISY
I have to put them on to help Angkuoch produce a sound. If I do not put them
on, the Angkuoch cannot produce a sound.

NUSH 1SS HE GOSN LI5S LS T?
Normally, who do you make the Angkuoch with? Or do you make the Angkuoch
alone?
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Before, I made them alone. Later on, my grandsons wanted to do it. Then I
taught my sons and grandsons to do it too.

UENUIISTE)I577?
What did you teach your grandsons?

sumUGiBiG: 1I8ghisiigimuinuiguessmois
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I asked my grandson to make [Angkuoch], so that in the future, they could do
it when they have time.

[08:26]
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Where do you like to make Angkuoch?

MISHISISESIS|HISUEUS!
I don't have one particular place.
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Wherever it is cool, I'sit there. If it is hot, I go to sit outside. I do not have a
specific place. I can make it everywhere. I use a mat and I sit on that.

ISV SIS HEG ISTIFINUMT?
When do you like to make Angkuoch?

2135 iInuamsSoas)
I make time to make it. Whenever!

[09:01]

SUUIFENSIF SIS UL ?
Do you make it only when people place an order?
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I observe [the situation]. If there are many tourists who order a lot, I will make
them in advance. If there are not many tourists, I do other jobs.

ISUMMISS iWituUumsSc:?
How do you consider when there are many and when there are few?

HEERIR W, 10esimumiasSm iwsgmss
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I do not know. [Laughs...] When many people come to buy and place an order,
I know that there are many tourists.

ISR ORIGSUNSUSISIS?
For how many [Angkuoch] was the biggest order?



WIS WUt
Over a hundred!

ISRV TEIUFIGHE S S MENSGIFA UL ISTUTYIRIS?
When you make Angkuoch, do you make a special motif?

WIS GHEISSHMSInSIRsHE
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I carve Angkor as a motif on the top of it, to show that I live around the
Angkor compound.

ISRy sl [1UG. ]
On the front of it! [Laughs...]

HEIE?
Which Angkor?

HEs!
Angkor Wat temple!

IS IS STRFA YIFSISsmogis?
Do you make motifs on all the Angkuoch you make, or just on some?
uGisuliNUin ISIBEIFMIUSIS S8SHGHIRHUIS]

It depends on the timeframe. If they [buyers] need it urgently, I cannot carve
motifs on all the instruments.

[10:16]

IS EIS IR IR I IS 2H S N SIUAIE H 197
Do you carve the only Angkor Wat motif? Not animals?

HES! HEESIS! IMBURINISINSNIHSGIRI
No! No! Because this instrument is really small.

IS NG MU IS R PSR LTSI 1S ?
Do you spend a long time in carving a motif?

OSwnsisgwiss!
Not long! A short time only!

N1 1ISMGIAINILIS?
Normally do you carve a motif?

SSIHHS! 1S c)
Mostly no! Only a few Angkuoch with a motif!

ENSISHOREFS1MIS?
Has anyone ordered you to carve a motif?

esiEAgRiRg
Some people order them!

SISIEIUGIS 1S ?



You carve the Angkor Wat motif only?

A IUGWIS:|
Only that one!

IPUAM RN S HNHEGIS IS IGNIU?
How do you know when your Angkuoch is finished?

eiimnEnT 10900 eSnnoifiws 108sdis et
Hass:eoishinuigusist smssus:ixil

I have to test it. If it produces a good sound, I know that it is finished. If it
does not produce a sound, I have to keep improving it. Some Angkuoch get
broken in the improving process. Some get broken!

ISTINUTEUNSG 1S IGNENIS]FHIS?
When one gets broken, do you fix it?

iIshinuizunes SEsSMGiFTNSISY SiEficu
If it breaks, I cannot fix it. I throw it away.
ISTIFNUIEUIGICG N S S TN S RIS ?
When one is finished, do you have to test it always?

oS! INUTRUISIG SRy
Yes! When it gets done, I have to test it.

AR IIUIUM?
How do you test it?
Ss

I play.
IS SN IEILIS?
Do you have to blow through it as well?
SESHMGRATISY SEMSIEWS SHNUMYRMISNOUHS
I do not need to blow. I only play and listen to the sound, to whether it is good
or not.
ECNSISFUARNITI UiSISmENSHGRUISHIS|S1S?
I have asked you all the questions. Do you have anything to add?

BSWISIS! [ 10T, ] NI SeiHTIw!
No! [Laughs...] All the questions are asked.
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