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[Interviewer: Tola Say. Interviewee: Lav Mech (LM) and Keuy Leakhena (KL)]
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I would like to show you an instrument F that has been kept in the British Museum. I
want you to share what you might know about this instrument. Please kindly
describe!
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This instrument is called, ‘Angkuoch’. This Angkuoch... my father made it. That
is why I know that it is called, 'Angkuoch’. My father is a Siem Reaper and he
lived in Preah Dak village. He was the first Angkuoch maker. This type of
Angkuoch is made from bamboo. It is handcrafted and my father knew how to
make it.
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This instrument is called Angkuoch. It is made from bamboo. It is a work of Ta
Keuy. My husband! He was a maker.
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(To /(L.) How do you know that it is “made by your father? (To LM;) And why did you
say it is a work of your husband?
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When I look at it, it is the same as the Angkuoch that he made when he was
alive. So that is why I said it is an instrument of his.

METH HROS1Ssus
aasmmmﬁﬁmammﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬂmﬁmﬁai@ﬂ
osisnmsisizucsas osigudgmgisamc:igis)
mmmamﬁaﬁﬁmﬁgjﬁmaaam T:TSINEUIUJE‘HH?—]“NIQICS! SIS
ﬁptmmt’mum%mrﬁeﬂ

In fact, since I was born, I have never heard of any Angkuoch maker besides
my father. Only my father knew how to make it. I have never heard about
other makers! I was born in 1990. I have never seen other makers. Therefore, it
was probably made by my father.
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For both of you, how do you feel when you see this picture?
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For me, when I see this picture, I feel very excited and miss his craft. He knew
how to make [Angkuoch] but he never thought it could be valued like this.
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When I saw this at first, [ was very excited. I never thought his craft had been
promoted on the international level. Even locally, some people do not even
know about it. So I had not thought it was very valuable. Seeing this
Angkuoch, I miss him. For my family, Angkuoch represents him. When I see
this, it is like my father's representative.
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Is keeping the tradition of making and playing Angkuoch important to you?
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I think it is very important because Angkuoch is made by Cambodians. It is a
handcraft. It is made of bamboo and it is directly made by hands. It is the
creativity of Khmer people. Since my father especially made it, I feel so proud.
It is only Khmer who makes it, but the maker is my father. I think it is really
important to preserve and promote its value.
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How about you, Yeay?
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I think that too. If you preserve and let people know about it on the
international level... I miss my husband. He has passed away and he never saw

his work being recognised like this.
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I think if we preserve it, young people in the next generation might come to
know about it. It is Angkuoch and it is made in Cambodia. It is a handicraft of
the Khmer.
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For both of you, what do you think about the future of Angkuoch?
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Since the world has recognised it, young people should learn to make and
promote it in the near future. No manufacturer produces it. It is handmade.
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I think if we start to pay attention and promote Angkuoch, I think it would be
very good. And for those who know how to make it, they can also help to
reduce a family’s burden. Another thing is that it belongs to our nation and it
is made by hand.
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How is the situation of Angkuoch in Siem Reap currently?

(U3
KL:
NEHAGH HfiRNwo S EeSUNws NHNSSHNUYIS)
i:ﬂSBS&J‘JﬁWﬁﬁGmﬂﬁjluﬂjiﬁmﬁi—iﬁi‘jigﬁﬁjﬁumﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂ
SRPUIUNNEN SN S WSS mSASSm
NENINSIR IS BIUIMUR MRS TR
DR SHMSOSEHMISINIWUAEHSIM



HwHRUASSSERUAELMAIMY 1nSSigsigY gois:iw
nisusSmAG I UENUY

It decreases. That is a reason why I say it could disappear. Only a small
percentage of buyers buy Angkuoch for selling. The market does not work
right and buyers also have stopped buying it. This affects the makers too. We
makers do not know who to sell it to, and the buyers also do not know who to
on-sell to. People do not value this instrument. So it has been decreasing
dramatically.
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Do you hope that it will get better in the future?
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I hope that it will get better in the future if we help to promote, to make and
give value to the Angkuoch. If we create interest in the Angkuoch... not only
Angkuoch but also khloy [Khmer flute]. Since they are Cambodia’s instruments,
if you start to pay attention to them, I think it will get better.
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How about you, Yeay?
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I think so too. If you help to promote it, Cambodian people in the next
generation would continue to make it. It will not be lost. It is a handicraft. It
does not have a manufacturer to make it: it is made by hands.
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Do you have any message to people around the world?
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Please speak, mum! What message do you want to share?
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I would like to tell people around the world to recognise Angkuoch from
Cambodia. It is made by Cambodians. It is a handicraft. Please recognise so
that Cambodian people can make their Angkuoch sales bigger! Please
recognise!
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Ultimately, I would request of all Cambodian people to think about
Cambodia’s traditional musical instruments. We do not have only drum, tro
[Khmer fiddle] or Chapei, but we also have Angkuoch. It is also a Khmer
instrument. It is a handicraft and made by local people. If we want local people
and foreigners to promote the value of Angkuoch... it is a handicraft. Just
bamboo! Please start to think about Angkuoch, everyone!
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Thank you!
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Thanks, Yeay!
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Yes!
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