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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE BLACKSMITH  
LOCATION: NYEGOL VILLAGE  
 
1. Bulih am dean dan mai? 
Please state your full name  
 
2. Hndek am dog bpanak?  
Please state your date of birth  

3. Asal am so ki? 
Please state your origin  

4. Tong ea nikin umul mai pandai ndah kok’? 
Since when do you know how to make machetes?  

5. Mungki am bisak pandai ndah kok’? 
From where or whom do you learn about parang-making?  

6. Mungki am ndah kok’? 
What is the process involved in making a machete?  

7. Keyuh enin yerh mai pakai ngan ndah bak kok’ ngah sibong eh?  
What is the type of wood do you use for making machetes hilt and sheath?  

8. So kin am taped besi, keyuh, lek’ea ngekas beken ngan mai ndah besi kok’, bak kok’ lek’ea 
sibong kok’? 
From where do you obtain the metal, wood and other materials for making machetes and 
knives?  

9. Enin leti kaler lek ea butik kok’ badek nohok? 
What is the symbolic meaning of the colour and motif of the badek machete?  

10. Bulih am tulung dean sepulug bahagian kok’ badek?  
Could you please explain every part of the badek machete?  
 
11. Pakai ngan ndah ani kok’ badek?  
What is the uses of badek machete?  

12. Bpok samah mungki am ndah bala kok’ iyurh? 
Does the process of making the badek machete, as stated above, apply to other types of 
machete too? Explain.  

13. Mungki am netap lega kok’ en sinda? 
How do you determine the price of a machete or a knife?  

14. Begek patang lalang ngan mai ndah kok? 
Is there any cultural restriction in parang-making practises? Explain.  
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15. An am bedtak anak mai depuk mandai ndah bala kok’?  
Would you consider passing the knowledge and tradition of making machetes to your 
children?  

16. Nyam bala enak mai mawak depuk manai ndah kok’, nyamkin etin mai natih ea? 
If your children refuse to inherit the parang-making practises, how do you feel about the loss 
of knowledge and tradition?  

 


